
Storm Prediction Center (SPC)

Located in Norman, Oklahoma, SPC is the division of 
the National Weather Service dedicated to daily 
forecast risk of severe thunderstorms in the contiguous 
U.S.

In recent years, SPC also began issuing risk categories 
for fire weather in the contiguous U.S.



Definition of a Severe Thunderstorm

●Hail size one inch (2.5 cm) diameter or greater
●Wind speeds at least 50 knots (93 km/hr / 58 mph)



Convective Outlook



Watch Boxes

●Prior to expected severe thunderstorm activity, SPC 
will issue either a tornado or severe thunderstorm 
watch for a given area
●Typical duration of a watch area is 6 – 8 hours, but it 
can be canceled or extended as necessary
●Tornado or severe thunderstorm warnings are issued 
by local forecast offices



Watch Boxes



Watch Boxes (detailed)



Categories of Convective Outlook



Enhanced Fujita Tornado Rating Scale
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